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quickly, and we must use all of the
water tools in our water toolbox to pre-
vent future disasters like this from de-
stroying our State and for other water
basins, like the Colorado River and the
Mississippi River. All of these are
known to experience periodic flooding
and periodic droughts. We must act
now.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF BILL STEINER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. KiM) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise to celebrate the life and legacy of
Bill Steiner, who devoted his career to
making Orange County a better place.

He held many elected positions, serv-
ing on the Orange Unified School Dis-
trict school board, the Orange City
Council, and the Orange County Board
of Supervisors.

However, his true passion was his
work for children. Mr. Steiner founded
the Orangewood Children’s Home in Or-
ange and the Good Samaritan Boy’s
Home in Corona. He also served on the
board of directors for the National Cen-
ter for Missing and Exploited Children
for over 16 years.

While we miss him dearly, his legacy
lives on and his organizations will have
an untold impact on countless chil-
dren.

He is also an active member of the
Rotary Club of Orange. In that capac-
ity, Mr. Steiner epitomized the motto
“Service Above Self,” and we are all
better because of his tireless work. We
will miss him dearly.
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CELEBRATING VILLA PARK’S 61ST BIRTHDAY

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker,
today, I rise to celebrate the incorpora-
tion date of the city of Villa Park.
Villa Park, known as the Hidden Jewel,
was incorporated on this day in 1962
but was first settled around 1860.

Despite being the smallest incor-
porated city in California’s 40th Dis-
trict, in both land and population,
Villa Park has an outsized impact on
our community. It is home to four pub-
lic schools and is known for its chari-
table organizations and programs, such
as Villa Park Rotary Club, Villa Park
Women’s League, and the Marine
Thanksgiving program.

Villa Park’s quiet neighborhoods,
tree-lined streets, and low crime rate
make the city an excellent place to
live.

As your Representative, I am com-
mitted to doing all I can to help Villa
Park continue to be a haven for fami-
lies and workers striving toward their
American Dream.

Happy 61st birthday, Villa Park.

RECOGNIZING KOREAN AMERICAN DAY

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker,
I am proud to recognize Korean Amer-
ican Day.

Since the first Korean immigrants
arrived on January 13, 1903, Korean
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Americans have made their mark from
sea to shining sea and have found suc-
cess in the classroom, workplace, and
even right here in Congress to make
our Nation a better place.

As one of the first Korean-American
women to serve in Congress, and as an
immigrant from South Korea, today, I
reflect on the sacrifices my family
made in the aftermath of the Korean
war to have the chance at a better life
here in the United States.

I remain grateful for those who came
before me and paved the way for some-
one like me to have a seat at the table,
and I will always fight for freedom and
opportunity for all Americans.

OPPOSING EXTREME ANTI-
ABORTION AGENDA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB) for 5 minutes.

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in opposition to the extreme anti-abor-
tion agenda that my colleagues on the
other side are advancing, despite clear
opposition across our country.

In November, Mr. Speaker, access to
abortion care was on the ballot, and
the American people rejected the Su-
preme Court’s decision to overturn Roe
and refused to allow far-right extrem-
ists to take away their right to bodily
autonomy.

Voters in Vermont, in the Speaker’s
home State of California, and in my
home State of Michigan codified abor-
tion rights in their State constitu-
tions.

Voters in Montana, as well as Ken-
tucky, Senator MITCH MCCONNELL’S
home State, rejected attempts to re-
strict their access to reproductive free-
dom. Still, they are advancing a policy
agenda to criminalize abortion nation-
wide with no exceptions for rape or in-
cest.

Let me be clear: Abortion bans im-
pact and endanger the lives of many of
our residents, including those who live
with disabilities.

We will have many fights ahead of us,
Mr. Speaker, and I will continue to
hold the line to push back against the
policy violence by those who want to
continue to inflict on the American
people the extreme right agenda.

We will continue, my colleagues and
I, to mobilize and organize a movement
to secure reproductive justice across
our Nation, and I will continue to fight
like hell until abortion rights are re-
stored as the law of the land.

PALESTINIAN HUMAN RIGHTS

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
as the only Palestinian American serv-
ing in the United States Congress.

I feel a strong responsibility, Mr.
Speaker, to humanize the Palestinian
people who are living under increas-
ingly oppressive and racist apartheid
policies.

2022 was one of the deadliest in mem-
ory for Palestinians. Dozens of children
were Kkilled by the Government of
Israel, and many were targeted. Groups
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like DCI-Palestine that monitor these
killings were targeted.

We cannot look away, Mr. Speaker,
and gaslight the oppressive and violent
policies toward the Palestinian people,
who are experiencing, right now, lit-
erally, the taking away of their human
dignity and their right to be able to
freely live and raise their children
without this type of targeting.

We can’t keep handing over billions
each year to an apartheid state vio-
lating human rights. We are dealing
with a far-right government there now
promising to make things worse.

They are not even hiding it, Mr.
Speaker. They are intentionally saying
exactly what they are going to con-
tinue to do, which is the status quo,
again, making it very dangerous for
Palestinians to live and thrive.

No person—not one, Palestinian,
Israeli, anyone—deserves to suffer or
die for who they are, what they believe,
or where they were born. The sooner we
end unconditional support for Israel’s
apartheid government, the sooner we
can begin making good on that belief.

Today, I am thinking of my Sity, my
grandmother, who deserves to have
human dignity. She should not be de-
nied of who she is solely because she
was born Palestinian, to be able to feel
safe and to be able to have human
rights.

I am also thinking today, Mr. Speak-
er, of the Palestinian-American jour-
nalist Shireen Abu AKkleh and the
countless Palestinians who deserved to
live but whose lives were cut short.

I thank the Speaker for at least try-
ing to listen and hear from someone
who, again, is connected to so many
folks on the ground there who deserve
to be seen and heard in this Chamber.

———

RESPONDING TO CALIFORNIA’S
WEATHER EMERGENCY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. KILEY) for 56 minutes.

Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak on the powerful winter storm
systems that are currently impacting
my district and much of the State of
California.

Rainfall in recent weeks has been
several times above average, which,
along with severe winds, has had dev-
astating and cascading impacts. This
includes flooding in Folsom and Lin-
coln, avalanches, and mudslides. The
Tahoe area and Mono County are cur-
rently under avalanche warning. There
are localized mudslides occurring in
Plumas County.

There have been road closures from
downed trees, hundreds of downed trees
that have disrupted travel plans; power
outages affecting roughly 345,000 Cali-
fornians, 4,500 people in the Third Dis-
trict; and hundreds of school closures,
including all schools in the Lake Tahoe
Unified District.

There have also been, tragically, at
least 17 deaths in the State, including
5 in the Sacramento area.
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